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PREFACE. 


HE explanation of objects, which 


have amuſed us by exciting our cu- 
riofity, is extremely pleaſant. This mo- 


tive determined us to offer this tranſlation, 
to the publick; at the ſame time we ſhall 
caution. the reader not to expect, that after 
having run through 
able to perform the tricks as expertly as 
thoſe perſons who have acquired their neat- 


neſs of execution, by a practiſe of many 


years. 


Neither is a minute e of all the 


machines that excite our wonder to be 
looked for in this book. — Details of that 
nature would require a voluminous work, 
and the engravings, neceſſary for their full 


explanation, Would make the purchaſe very 
expenſive. 


4 2 What 


this book, he ſhall be 


Et CRE F ACE 


What we propoſe to ourfelyes is ſimply 
to ſatisfy the curiofity of our intelligent 
readers, by ſhewing to them the main 
ſprings that are uſed to amuſe and deceive 
them, 

It. is more intereſting than may appear at 
firſt fight to unveil thoſe myſteries to a cer- 
tain deſcription of people.—When an un- 
known cauſe produces ſtriking effects, the 
human mind always inclined to the mar- 
vellous, attributes thoſe effects to an ima- 
ginary cauſe, and an elegant impoſtor fre- 
quently occaſions weak and unenlightened 
minds to adopt pernicious prejudices We 
could cite many examples to prove our aſ- 
ſertion, one is ſufficient. —Sometime ſince 
an Italian received above fifty letters every 
week, conſulting him ſeriouſly on things 
| paſt, preſent, and to come! 

This book appeared at Paris during the 
time of Mr. Pinetti's performance there, 
and haſtened his departure from that city. 

If Mr. Pinetti ever intended to keep his 
promiſe in giving to us 2 complete ſolution f 

4 


PRE F & © 6&7 
all kis tricks, this book will ſave him that 
trouble ;—and- we pronounce, for a cer- 
tainty, that it will operate as a ſpring to 
the induſtry of performers in that art, by 
compelling them to ſome new inventions to 
deceive and amuſe us. | 

The town being now threatened with a 
ſolution of magical tricks, and ſo many 
impoſitions in works of this nature having 
lately been foiſted on the publick, the edi- 
tor informs his readers that the original 
French work, from whence this book has 
been tranſlated, may be ſeen at T. Dex- 
ToON's, .Bookſeller, Coventry-Court, Hay- 
market. 

If chis work is received by the publick in 
the manner the editor thinks it deſerves, 
neither trouble nor expence ſhall be ſpared 
in ſpeedily printing a ſecond part, contain- 
ing deſcriptions of the moſt aſtoniſhing 
performances which never yet have been 
made publick. ” 
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ERB 
The Grand Sultan, 


HIS piece of mechaniſm has been long 
known at Paris, by the name of 

The Wiſe Little Turk; it is an Automaton 
figure of fifteen or eighteen inches in 
height, holding a little hammer in its 
hand, which ſtrikes a bell.—Firſt it is taken 
off the table it ſtands on, to ſhew it around 
to the company, to conyince them that ir 
is perfectly detached, and ſtands by itſelf 
—the Exhibitor then, having replaced it 
on the table, aſks if he will compliment his 
A maſter? 


2 THE CONTURER UNMASKED. 


maſter, the Little Turk, by turning his 
head, expreſſes no z—he then aſks if he 
will pay his reſpects to the company ?—he. 
- bows his head to expreſs—yes.—A pack of 
cards is then preſented to the Spectators to 
draw out one by chance—without ſeeing 
the card, or approaching the Automaton 
figure, he is ordered to ſtrike the number 
of ſtrokes—neceflary to deſcribe the card 
—the Little Turk inſtantly obeys; he is 
then aſked, if the card drawn is a Heart, 
a Diamond, Club or Spade? and as the 
ſuits are mentioned he moves his head to 
give approbation or diſapprobation, and an 
anſwer conformable to truth.—He then 
tells the number thrown on dice, and he 
tells before-hand the number which a ſe- 
cond throw will produce.—One of the 
| company having hid a little figure in a 
box divided into ſeveral compartments, he 
tells in which and at what number the little 
figure is to be found, and to give a hu- 
morous termination to this trick, when hc 


is aſked Which of the company is the moſt 
| amorous 


_ 


r par a lt es nit eld 
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amorous, he points out ſome old gentleman 


with ſpectacles, which occaſions pleaſantry. 


EXPLANATION. 


The table on which the Little Turk is 
placed, is covered with a green cloth, 
which conceals three levers, and thoſe are 
put in motion by the aid of three braſs 
wires, which, paſſing thro' the feet of the 
table, are conducted under the ſtage, or 
behind ſome partition—the perſon who is 
hid, and acts as the confederate, draws 
thoſe braſs wires as he has occafion to act on 


the cranks concealed in the pedeſtal of the 


Automaton, which cranks terminate in the 
baſe—by this means the different motions 
are communicated to the machine at the 


moment they are required, in the ſame 


manner as a repeating watch is made to 
ſtrike by puſhing the button of the caſe.— 
The Performer then holds in his hand a 
pack of cards arranged in ſuch a manner 
that he underſtands their ſequence, that 

34 - the 


' 
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the ſpeAators may not ſuſpe this arrang- 
ing of the cards, he apparently mixes them, 
but in reality he only cuts them, which 
does not change the combination of the 
game ; when he has had a card drawn, he 
cuts them the laſt time, in the place where 
the card has been choſen, | by which means 
he paſſes to the bottom, the card which 
was immediately over the one . drawn.-— 
Then looking adroitly at the bottom he 
knows, without ſeeing, the card which the 
ſpectator had drawn by chance. He then 
mterrogates the Little Turk by a queſtion, 
which is ſo compoſed that either the 
words, ſyllables, or vowels, communicate 
to the Confederate the colour, and de 
mination of the card. By a ſimilar ſtrata- 
gem knowledge is conveyed to the Con- 
federate of the fir® number thrown on 
dice, the Automaton can en very caſily 
tell what number will come p on the ſc- 
cond throw of the dice, beca:'- freſh dice 
are introduced, and fuch are 1ul>titutcd as 
have the ume numbers on all their face 


As 


0 r 
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As the perſon to whom the dice are given 
might, by looking at them, perceive the 
impoſition, to eſcape detection peculiar care 
is taken not only to recommend to him to 
hold the dice carefully hidden in his hand 
until he throws them, but alſo to prevent 


inſtead of dice which are marked the ſame 
all round ; loaded dice are alſo employed, 
which are ſo loaded that the center of gra- 
vity operates invariably.—As the perſon 
who has already thrown the dice may wiſh 
to throw again either accidentally, or thro' 
ſuſpicion, and as the return of the ſame 
points might occation the honeſty of the dice 
to be ſuſpected, all thoſe inconveniencies 
are removed, by getting rid of them as ſoon 
as poſſible. 

The box where the little figure has been 
concealed ought to have a bottom of ſoft 
— leather, by which means in handling be- 


e neath, you may by the touch diſcover the 
18 compartment where the little figure 1s, 
— and the figure ought to be conſtructed of 


\: ſuch 


them being too long expoled to the fight— 


, 
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ſuch dimenſions as to preſs « on the bottom of 
the box, when it is ſhut. 


— ——— . MU—Z:— 
SAH II. 


The Handkerchief marked, cut, torn, and 
4.4 mended. 


WO of the company are requeſted 
to come forward on the ſtage, and 

a Handkerchief is given to them, which 
they are to hold by the four corners, af- 
terwards many other handkerchiefs are 
aſked from the company, and as they are 
gathered they are put into the firſt one to 
make a bundle :—when a dozen have been 
heaped, the two perſons who hold the 
bundle cauſe a third perſon to take one of 
them out by chance ; and this third perfon 
is requeſted to examine the marks, &c. 
and to cut off a corner with a pair of ſciſ- 
fars, other perſons may alſo cut off pieces 


af they choole ; after which the handker- 
chief 


THE CONJURER UNMASKED. - 
chief is entirely torn to pieces, —Al the 
ſhreds are to be collected, which after be- 
ing ſprinkled with ſome drug, are folded 
up and tied tight with a ribbon, to prels 
them into a ſmall compaſs; they are put 
under a glaſs, which is warm'd hy rubbing 
with your hands—in a few minutes the 
Handkerchiefis taken from under the glaſs 
and unfolded—the company recognize the 
marks, and the aſtoniſhed ſpectators can- 
not perceive any rent in the Handkerchict. 


EXPLANATION. 


This operation, which produces ſo gene- 
ral a deception, is very fimple.—One of 

the company is in confederacy, who hay- 
ing had two handkerchieſs exactly alike, 
gave one to the Confederate, who is hid- 
den behind the ſcene, and throws the other 
on the ſtage to be uſed in the trick. Care 
is taken to put this handherchief on the top 
of the heap, although they are ſeemingly 
mixed at hazard; the perſon to whom you 


2 
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addreſs yourſelf to take one by chance, na- 
turally takes the uppermoſt, and if you 
perceive that another is taken, you requeſt 
them to mix them well under pretence of 
compleating the trick, and then under pre- 
tence of ſettling them, you regain the po- 
ſition of the Confederate handkerchief, and 
hand the bundle to ſome other of the com- 
pany, whoſe countenance indicates leſs ſuſ- 
picion, who puts his hand to the bundle of 
handkerchiefs, and good naturedly. takes 
out the firſt —When the handkerchief has 
been torn, and well folded, it is put under 
a glaſs on a table, near a partition, On 
the ſpot of the table where it is placed, 
there is a ſmall trap which opens to let it 

fall into a drawer : the confederate hid be- 
| hind the ſcene, paſſes his hand into the 1a- 
ble, to ſubſtitute. the ſecond in place of the 
firſt handkerchief, he then ſhuts the trap, 
which ſo neatly fits the ſpace it has opened, 
as to appear one uninterrupted ſurface, and 
deceive the eye of the moſt acute and | in- 
credulous ſpectator. | 


CHAP 
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The de Bird, finging at the Defire of 
| the ere 


HIS Bird i poithet on a bottle fings, 
without any preliminary exerciſe, 
al the airs required, not excepting thoſe 
which'the moſt cunning muſician can com- 
poſe” extempore.—He alſo fings equally 
corre Win ved to different bottles, and on 
dittereht tables; and the breath from his 
bill -blows out a candle and lights it ſpeed- 
lx after. To conclude, the bird performs 
whilit in your hand, without deriving any 
aid ROM the bottle. 

- 


855 EXPLA NATION. 


-- 
. 6 
© + %* wal __ 


& 


Behind the curtain which covers part of, 
the partition are placed two pieces of metal 
in the form of hollow cones.—Theſe cones, 
which are unequal in fize, ſerve as a ſpeak- 
2 B in, 
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ing trumpet to the Confederate, and act as 
echo's, which conduct the voice to different 
parts: as two mirrors, of different concavity, 
operate in the feflecting of objects at dif- 
| ferent diſtances. The Confederate imitating 
the notes of a bird follows the air given to 
the muſicians, either by memory, or the 
notes furniſhed them. If the air is too dif- 
ficult for the Confederate and the muficians 
to. execute extempore—you acquaint the 
company that (to render the trick more 
aſtoniſhing) you will begin by ſome well 
known air, and then ſuddenly fall igto the 
air given to be executed, as if to ſurprize 
the bird and add to the difficulty of exc- 
euting, what is laid before it;—ſome of the 
muſicians avail themſelves of this moment 
to throw a rapid eye over the difficulty 
propoſed, and take care not to begin until 
they are ſufficiently ſtudied in it. The Con- 
| federate employs two different echa's 0 
| convey his yoice to different points, accord- 
ing to the poſition of the table and the bot- 


ile on which the bird i is er the bird 
has 
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has in its body a little double bellows, and 
between its legs a little moving peg, which 
puts the bellows in motion—this peg en- 
tring the neck of the bottle leans on a piece 
of wood which cannot be ſeen, as the bottle 
is opaque.—This piece of wood being pla- 
ced vertically on the moveable bottom of 
the bottle eaſily moves the bellows, and is 
eafily moved by the levers which are under 
the cloth, when the Confederate draws the 
braſs wire which is hidden in the feet of the 
table—by the fame means the bellows is 
moved to blow out the candle; and it proves 
to the ſpectators that the notes are really 
formed in the throat of the bird, becauſe 
the air comes thro” its bill. When you 
take the bird in your own hand you put the 
bellows in motion with your thumb, and 
the wind in the ſame manner, extinguiſhing 
the candle, perſuades the company that the 
bird ſings without the aid of any machinery 
hidden in the table ;—the candle being 
only a moment extinguiſhed, and the wick 
AiH warm, is lighted inſtantly by the air 
| B 2 thre” 
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thro' the bill of the bird, which * that 
purpoſe has been furniſhed with à little 
flower of brimſtone and operates as a 
match. 


2 * 


— 


The Dancing Card. 


NE of the company is defired to draw 
a Card, which is afterwards mixed 
with the pack, and is commanded to appear 


on the wall; it accordingly obeys, ad- 


vancing as it is ordered, and deſcribes an in- 
clined line from the right to the left; it 
diſappears at the top of the room and ap- 
pears an inſtant afterwards, moving in a 
horizontal direction. 


EXPLANATION. 


This trick is ſo fimple that it hardly me- 
rits an explanation: It firſt confiſts in mak- 


ing 


r / / , . . ai. io. 
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ing the perſon draw a forced card, which 
you know by the touch, becauſe it is 
larger than the reſt. After having ſhuffled 
them, you withdraw it from the pack, 
to ſhew the company that it is not there, 
and when you order it to appear on the 
wall, the Confederate adroitly draws a 
thread, at the end of which is faſtened a 
ſimilar card, which comes from behind a 
elaſs, and this card is faſtened by very 
minute loops of filk to another thread ful- 


ly ſtretched, along which the card runs, and 


performs its rout /i licet par va componere 
magnis, it reſembles the rope acroſs the 


Seine,. by which the ferry-boat of the, In- 


valids i is conducted. 


CH Ap. 


71 
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Fhe Card nailed to the Wall by a Piſtol Shot 
A -Card is defired to he drawn, and the 
. perſon who choſe it requeſted to 
tear off a corner, and to keep it, that He 
may know the card;—the card fo torn, is 
then burnt to cinders, and a piſtol is charged 
with gun-powder, with which the aſhes of 
the card are mixed. Inſtead of a ball a nail 
is put into the barrel, which is marked by 
ſome of the company. The pack of cards 
is then thrown up in the air, — the piſtol is 
fired, and the burnt card appears nailed 
againſt the wall ;--the bit of the corner 
which was torn off is then compared with 
ir, and is found exactly to fit, and the 
nail which faſtens it to the wall is recogni- 
zed by the perſons who marked it. 


THE CONJURRBR UNMASEED, tx 


EXPLANATION. 


When the Performer ſees that a corner 
has been torn from the choſen card, he re- 
tires, and makes a fimilar tear on a like 
card. —Returning on the Theatre, he afks 
for the choſen card, and paſſes it to the 
bottom of the pack, and ſubſtitutes ad romly 
in the place, the card | which he has pre- 
pared, which he burns inſtead of the firſt, 

When the piſtol is loaded, he takes it in 
his hands under the pretence of ſhewing 
how to dircc it, &c. He ayails himſelf of 
this opportunity to open a hole in the batrel 
near the touch hole, thro' which the nail 
falls by its own weight into his hand; hay- 
ing ſhut this paſſage carefully, he requeſts 
ſome one of the company to put more po- 
der and wadding in the piſtol, whilſt that is 
doing he carries the nail and card to his 
Confederate; who quickly nails the card to 


apiece of ſquare wood which ſtops herme- 


call a ſpace left open in the partition, and 
47! in 


9232 any; 


6 THE CONJURER UNMASKED. 
in the tapeſtry, but which is not perceived 
as it is covered by a piece of tapeſtry, ſimi- 
lar to the reſt of the room, and by which 
means when the nailed card is putin, it is 
not perceived; the piece of tapeſtry which 
covers it, is nicely faſtened on the one end 
with two pins, and to the other a thread is 
faſtened, one end of which the Confederate 
holds in his hand. —As ſoon as the report of 
the; piſtol is heard, the Confederate draws 
his thread, by which means the piece of ta- 
peſtry fallsbehind a glaſs—the card appears 
the fame thg? was marked—and with the 
nail that was put in the piſtol. It is not aſto- 
niſhing that this trick being ſo difficult by 
its complexity to be cueſſed ; at, ſhould have 
received fuch dniverſ applauſe. | 
N. B. If any one ſuſpects that the nail has 
been ſtolen out of the piſtol you perſiſt in 
the contrary, and beg their company at the 
next exhibition to be farther convinced, you 
then are to ſhew a piſtol which you take to 
pieces to ſhew that all is fair without any 
preparation, ou charge it with ua nail, 
155 which 
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which is marked by ſome perſon in confe- 
deracy with you, or you ſhew it to many 
people on purpoſe to avoid its being marked. 
In this caſe the card is nailed with an- 
other nail, but to perſuade the company 
that it is the ſame, you boldly affert that 
the nail was marked by ſeveral perſons, and 
you requeſt the ſpectators to view it, and 
be convinced. 


E 


The Card burned, and afterwards feund-in 9 
Watch» 


NE of the company draws a chance 
card, and you aſk for three watches 
from the ſpeRators, which you envelope in 
ſeparate pieces of paper in the form of dice 


boxes, which are laid on a table, and cover- 


ed with a napkin—thecard choſen is burned 
and the cinders put into a hox—ſhortly after 
the box is opened and the aſhes are nor 

| O there. 


| 
| 
| 
0 
| 
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there.—The three watches are put on a 
plate, and ſome one of the company chuſes 
one, the ſame perſon opens the watch and 
finds under the glaſs a piece of the burned 
card: and in the watch caſe, under the 
watch, is found a miniature card reſemb- 
ling the one burnt. 


EXPLANATION. 


The card choſen is known by the ar- 
rangement we have explained in the firit 
chapter. 

The watches are placed, well covercd 
with paper, on the little trap which we 
have ſpoken of in the ſecond chapter : when 


you haye made known to the Confederate 
the card which is choſen, he ſtretches his 


arm into the table to take one of the 


Watches, and depoſit therewhat is requiſite; 
the watches muſt be covered with a napkin, 


which is ſupported by bottles, or ſomewhat 


elſe, otherwiſe the hand of the Confederate 
would be ſeen, or the napkin would be per- 


ceived 
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ceived to move. — As for the means em- 
ployed to cauſe the aſhes of the burned card 
to diſappear in the box, it confiſts in put- 
ung into the cover a piece of wood or paper 
which exactly fits it, and falls down to the 
bottom when the box is ſhut, this piece of 
wood or paper being of the ſame colour as 
the inſide of the box, operates as a double 
bottom, and hides the athes from the view 
of the deceived ſpectator, who at that mi- 
nute is tempted to hclieve that the aſhes 
are gone out to he combined afreſh, and to 
produce the miniature card which is found 
in the watch. 


—— (.— — — ** 
l 
: Hein VII. 
S | 
- A Piece of Money ſbut up in a Box which 
comes out of itſelf without being tucked 
. by any one. 
; 
- Perſorr is required to hold a box, 
5 X into which is put before his eyes a 
4 piece of money or a ring :—you ſtand at a 


3 diſtance 
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diſtance and bid him ſhake the box gently, 
the piece is heard to rattle with infide—he 
is deſired again to ſhake it, and then it is 
not heard to rattle.— The third time it is 
again heard, but the fourth time it is gone, 
and is found in the ſhoe of one of the com- 


| pany. 


EXPLANATION. 


The box muſt be made on purpoſe, we 
will not deſcribe it here becauſe all the 
performers of tricks fell them : that one 
which has cauſed ſuch wonder at Paris and 
London only differs from the others as 
being ſomewhat better made, and belonging 
to a perſon who embelliſhes his tricks with 
all poſſible advantages. This box is made 
in ſuch a manner that in ſhaking it gently 
up and down the piece within is heard: on 
the contrary, ſhaking it hard horizontally, a 
little ſpring which falls on the piece, pre- 
vents it from being heard, which makes you 
i magine it is not within, He who performs 

the 
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the trick then touches the box, under pre- 
tence of ſhewing how to ſhake it, and al- 
tho' it is locked, he caſily gets out the piece 
by means of a ſecret opening, availing 
himſelf of that minute to put in a falſe piece, 
and to leave the box with the ſame perſon : 
and he cauſes you to believe either that 
the picce is or is not within, according to the 
manner the box is ſhaken; at lengih the 
original piece is found in the ſhoe of one 
of the company, either by means of the 


perſon being in confederacy, and furniſhing 


him with a ſimilar piece, or by ſending ſome 
expert perſon to {lip it on the floor—in this 
laſt caſe, it is found on the ground, and 
you perſuade the perſon that it fell from his 
foot as he took it out of his ſhoe. 


— —— 
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CT AT VIII. 


1 The Writing hid in a Snuff Box, from whence 
5 it ts taken without being touched, and it is 


| found in a Candle. | 
| 
1 Box is demanded of one of the com- | 
| 4 A pany, out of which you ſhake the | 
| ſnuff, you then aſk one of the fpeRators to | 
| write any ſentence on-a ſmall piece of pa- ; 
| per, and this paper he puts in the box—this 
| writing is then taken out by another perſon, f 
who burns it to aſhes, and it is at length 
found in a candle choſen by one of the com- : 
| Pally. ; 8 
| EXPLANATION. 
The box which you borrow, muſt neither i 
he gold or ſilver, or with a hinge, but a : 
| round paper box with a dark infide, and : 
| with a cover which you can take of, — 9 
ti 


Whilſt the ſpectator writes the ſentence re- 
| quired 


————— —„—„ . —— — 2 KK > - 
— — a 


— 
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quired of him, you carry off, the cover, as 
if by accident into the adjoining chamber; 
to which you inſtantly make a thin circle of 
lead ſimilar to what we have ſpoken of in 
the 6th chapter, this is put into the cover, 
with a little bit of paper folded from the 
four corners hid underneath, you return on 
the ſtage, and you cauſe the paper on which 
the ſentence has been written to be folded 
in like manaer to the paper hid under the 
lid, the ſpectator is then requeſted to put 
his writing into the ſnuff box, and it is ſhut 
—the double bottom, which is in the lid, 
falling into the box, hides the written pa- 
per, and the other only appears—taking 
this paper to burn it, the ſpectator is de- 
ceived, and leaves unknowingly the paper 
he has written on in the box. He is then 
defired to put this ſubſtituted piece of paper 
into a dice box, and to prelent it to the 
flame to be burned, firſt holding it at a 
ſmall diſtance to heat it gently, this laſt 
circumſtance is only a pretence to gain 
ume, after this is over, the performer goes 


nt 
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into his cloſet with the box which holds the 


writing, he there has a candle prepared, 
one end of which, like the church tapers, has 
been pierced by an iron of a conic form) 
into this ſpace he puts the writing, and 
fills up the external ſpace with wax, which 
is heated that it may incorporate nicely 
with the candle—this candle is mixed 
with others, and the ſpeRator is obliged to 
give the preference to it by employing the 
artifice which we have ſpoken of in the 
ſecond chapter, 

N. B. The ſame means are nearly uſed 
to leave the writing to be found in an 
or ange. To render this trick the more 


ſurpriſing, you muſt do it double, that is 


to employ two ſnuff boxes, and two writ- 
ings, one of which is furniſhed by a perſon 
in confederacy with you.—This perſon 
having beforchand ſupplied you with five 
or ſix ſimilar writings, you may prepare as 
many candles, and then leave the ſpecta- 


tors at liberty to take which they chuſe. 


This renders the trick almoſt miraculous to 
the 


' WE ,, 4 


| 
| 
[ 
) 
- 
C 
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the cleareſt ſighted people—If you are ac» 
cuſed of confederacy, you contradi& it by. 
ſaying, that“ you have performed the trick 
te with the ſnuff box of a perſon you have no 
* ſort of acquaintance with, and you can do 
te the ſame with any other perſon's box.”— 
If you are ſuſpected to have made a falſe 
bottom when you carry off the lid, you ſay, 
that © you have already performed the trick 
© without carrying off the lid.” By ſuch like 
evaſions you confule and elude the moſt pe- 
netrating people: 


1 = — — » 


. IX. 


Three Pen- kni ves are put into a $1 Iver Goblet, 
at the Deſire of the Spectator one of the 
three leaps out on the Floor. 


O aſk three pen-knives from differ- 
ent perſons of your company, and put 


them into a goblet on the table you deſire 


the ſpectators to remark that the goblet has 
D no 
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no communication with the table, and that 
there is mo preparation within the goblet 1 
nevertheleſs at the moment required, the 
pen-knife, which the ſpectator has cholen, 
leaps out on the ground, and the others re- 
main ſteady within. 


EXPLANATION. 


When you have placed the goblet on the 
table, you ſlip to the bottom a half-crown 


piece, faſtened by the middle to a thread 


of black filk which goes up perpendicularly 
to the ceiling into the hands of the Confe- 
derate: he then draws the thread at the 
moment required, and cauſes the pen- knife 
in the middle to leap out, which is the only 
one that reſts on the half-crown, the others 
reſt on the bottom of the goblet. 
N. B, If a ſpeRator maliciouſly, or by 
- chance, defires that one of the other pen- 
knives ſhould leap out, you pretend not to 
have heard which of the two he has ſpoken 
of, you touch the two pen-knives, aſking 
which 


1 mY — — Sw s a . 
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which of them he means, pointing with your 
finger, if the firſt or the ſecond, and you 
avail yourfelf of that moment to place the 
knife choſen on the half-crown, and the 
trick ſucceeds as ufual.—You have ſeldom 
a neceſſity for this reſource, a8 experience 
ſhews that the one in the middle is general- 
ly choſen by the company. 


. X. 
T he Dancing Ege. 
HREE eggs are brought on the ſtage, 


two of them are put on a table, and 
the third in a hat; a litttle cane is borrowed 
from one of the company, and it is ſhewn 
about to convince the ſpeRators that there 
is no preparation,—lt is then placed acroſs 
the hat, the hat falls to the ground, and 
the egg ſticks to it as if it was glued, the 


Orcheſtra then plays a piece of muſick, and 


the egg, as if it was ſenfible of the harmony, 
| 92 twiſts 
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twiſts about the cane from one end to the 
other, and continues its motions till the 


muſick ſtops. 
EXPLANATION. 


The egg is faſtened to a thread by a pin, 
which is put in lengthways, and the hole, 
which has been made to intraduce the pin, is 


ſtopped with white wax. The other end of the 


thread is faſtened to the coat of the perſon 
who performs the trick with a pin bent like 
a hook, the cane paſſing under the thread 
near to the egg ſerves for it to reſt on ;— 
when the muſick begins, the performer 
puſhes the cane from right to left, or from 
lef o right, it then appears as if the egg 
ran along the cane, which it does not, be- 
ing faſtened to its thread, its center of gra- 
vity remains always at the ſame diſtance 
from the hook tllat holds it, it is the cane, 
which ſliding along, preſents its different 
points to the ſurface of the egg. 


N. B. To 


i... is JD 0 WP WS -@. WO 


4. WY bw - MY 


THE CONJURER UNMASKED. 29 


N. B. To produce the illuſion, and per- 
ſuade the company that it is the egg which 
carries itſelf towards the different points of 
the cane, the performer turns a little on his 
heel, by this means the egg receives a mo- 
tion which deceives the ſpeRator, it re- 
maining always at the ſame diſtance from 
the point to which it is faſtened, 


— 
” N 3 * 
* 


E XI. 


The Reſurrection of the dead Bird. 


NE of the three eggs which has danced 
O on the cane, having been broken to 
ſnew all was fair, you take the two others 
which were left on the table, one of which 
is choſen by the company, and on breaking it 


a Canary bird alive is found within: a Lady 


of the company is requeſted to take it in her 
hands, and ſhortly after the bird dies- you 
take it again for a moment to put it under a 


glaſs 


THE CONJURER UNMASKED. 


7 


glaſs on the table in a few minutes youtake 


up the glafs, and the bird flies off. 
EXPLANATION. 


You muſt empty two eggs, and take half 
of the fhell of each, and adjuſt the two halves 


together by the aſſiſtance of a fmall bit of 
paper, which you glue in the form of 2 
zone or equator :—Being ſo arranged, they 
repreſent an egg, and are capable to hold 
4 Canary bird, provided you make a ſmall 
pin hole to fupply the bird with air.— 
When you deliver the bird to the perſon 
who is to hold it, you kill it by the preffure 
of your thumb and fore finger you after- 
wards pw it under a glaſs which covers fuch 
2 trap as we have fpoken of in the ſecond 
Chapter, and your Confederate fubſtitutes 

a living bird in the place of the dead one. 
N. B. Nor to fail in your trick, when you 
prefent the two eggs, for one to be choten, 
if you have not a living bird! in each, you 
muſt uu the egg which contains the bird 
next 
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next to the lady who is to chuſe.—She na- 
turally chooſes the neareſt to her, becauſe 
having no idea of the trick to be performed, 
there is no apparent reaſon to tak» the fur- 
ther one off; at any rate, if the wrong one 
is taken, you do not fail in the trick; for you 
break the egg, and ſav, * you ſee that 
te this egg is fair and freſh Madam; fo you 

* would have found the other if you had 

* choſen it—Now do you chule to find in it 
* 2 mouſe or a Canary bird?“ ſhe naturally 
declares for the bird, nevertucleſs, if the ,a{ks 
for the moule, there are means efcapt.— 
You aſk the ſame queſtion of leyera! ladies, 
and gather the majority of votes, which inall 
probability will be in favour of the bird, bur 
if after all the voices are for the mouſe, 
what can you then do, having only a Bird 
to produce ?—Courteous reader, after all we 
have already laid, if you fear to fail in your 


trick, and that your genius does not ſupply 


you a better artifice, make uſe of this one; 
pretend not to pay attention tO thoſe who 
wiſh for the little quadrupede, addreſs 


VOur- 
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yourſelf to one who wiſhes for the bird and 
aſk them if they chuſe it dead or alive? and 
be in readineſs to kill it in caſe of neceſſity, 


i mY o | — Py N 8 „7 K - " « | hy 


EE H AF, lh 
The Golden Head, which leapi ng and danci ng f 
in a Glaſs, anſwers different Queſtions. 
Fo ſhew that this Head is not connected u 
with any other object, you put ſome a 
crown pieces at the bottom of a glaſs, and 2 P 
covering over all; this however does not 
prevent the head, which you affirm to be of Ir 
ſolid gold, from dancing in the glaſs to an- p 
ſwer by numbers, and to yes or no; queſtions 9 
propoſed to it; at the ſame time a bunch n 


of rings, in a glaſs, afide of the head, n 
as if by ſymphathy, perform the ſame p 
motions. ti 


E X- 


THE CONJURER UNMASK RD. 33 


In the room of the firſt Head, which is 
ſhewn round to the company, you take a ſe- 
cond from off the table, where the experi- 
ment is to be performed This ſecond Head 
is attached to a ſilken thread which paſſes 
through the partition into the hands of the 
confederate; this thread, inſtead of leaning 


on the brim of the glaſs, where the cover 


would prevent it from ſliding, paſſes thro 
a ſmall well poliſhed nick to give it eaſy 
play, and prevent it from breaking. 

N. B. The crown pieces which you put 
in the bottom of the glaſs, under pretext of 
preventing any communication between the 
golden head and the machinery, which 
may be ſuſpected to be hid in the table, are 
not uſeleſs, for they ſerve as ballaſt, and 
prevent the glaſs from yeilding to the mo- 
tion occaſioned by drawing the thread. 


E © CHAP. 
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li Rings ſtrung on a double Ribbon. 


Od paſs a double ribbon through a 
number of rings furniſhed you by the 
company, and you give the ends to be held 
by two of the ſpeRators immediately after, 
without damaging the ribbon,” or paſſing 


— 2 
— — — ＋ — 


| the rings off the ends, you diſengage the 
[0 rings from the ribbon, and reſtore them 
i to their owners. | 

li EXPLANATION. 

i A Century ago Ozanam printed, in his 
1 mathematical recreations, the manner of 
i} performing this trick. It is known to all 
| | the jugglers, by the name of my grand- 
Li motherꝰ's necklace, becauſe inſtead of ſtring- 
[ ing rings they made uſe of beads ; you muſt 
I! proceed as follows, to perform the trick 
1 N begin by doubling a ribbon in ſuch 
I | A man- 
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à manner that both ends meet, do the ſame 
by another, afterwards tie the two ribbons 
together in the middle with a thread of the 
ſame colour: this being prepared before- 

hand you are to give one of the ſpectators 
the two ends of the firſt Ribbon, and to 
another the two ends of the ſecond, by 
this means their eyes are deceived, as each 
thinks he holds the extremities: of the dit- 


ferent ribbons, but be careful being in this 


poſition they do not pull hard, ſo as to break 
the thread; for in that caſe the ribbons 
would ſeparate, and the rings fall to the 
ground to avoid this, accident, and ter- 
minate your trick ſucceſsfully, you muſt beg 
the holders of the ribbons to approach each 


other, aſking each of them for the ends they 


hold, which you twiſt together, as if to form 
a knot and then you exchange with each of 
them the end they before held, by this ma- 
nœuvre each holds the ends of ſeparate rib» 
bons, and the trick cannot be diſcerned, the 


rings are eaſily taken off When the thread 
is broken; and the ſpectator, who thought 


1 them 
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them ſtrung, is aſtoniſhed to ſee them come 
_ 0; 


The Cards named by a Perſon blindfold 


| Spettator in the boxes draws the 

cards out of the pack, a Woman on 
the ſtage blindfolded, to prevent her ſeeing 
any ſignals, names all the cards as they are 
drawn, without miſtaking their number, 
füt, Winne 


EXPLANATION. 


- The pls are arranged as we have men- 
Wotan the firſt Chapter, as ſoon as they 
have been cut, the performer changes the 
Tut to put underneath the card that was im- 
mediately over the one choſen, —Which, 
asfoon as hevſees, he communicates to the 


aan. At the moment that: he promiſes to 
take 
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take all precautions that ſhe ſhould'know 
nothing,he ſays he will not ſpeak a 
word whilſt ſhe names the cards, and he 
defires the perſon who: holds the cards to 
ſhew them to the company, without calling 
the cards, by ſaying this is ſuck a card or 
ſuch another=it is by this laſt Phraſe, 
that he names adroit'y the ppermoſ card, 
the woman hears him, 1nd names 1i-. cards 
in their ſequence, having; pro u, noun 


+ Ws 


the arrangement of the pack - Thiis for ex- 


ample, if you. convey the unt that the 
fiftcenth is uppermoſt, ſhe nai..cs the 16th, 
17th, &c.—As ſoon as ſhe has gone througlt 
the whole pack of cards, the huſband, 
who during the time hasbcen-filent, now 


ſpeaks, and requeſts the perion who choſe 


them to aſk, which are the, others that 
remain to be named? the woman is appriſ- 
ed by the queſtion that there arc no more, 
and anſwers accordingly. 

N. B. As ſoon as the ſpectator haschoſen 
the pack of cards, you muſt deſire him to- 


mix them well together, without this pre- 


caution 
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caution, he would perceive that they arc 
demanded in the order they lie. And 
would conclude with truth that this ar- 
rangement ſerved to communicate intelli- 
gence. 


C XV. 


The Sympathetick Lamp. 


HIS lamp is placed on a table, you get 

to a diſtance to blow thro' a tube, 

without directing the air towards the ſpot 

where it is, yet nevertheleſs the lamp is 
extinguiſhed, as if you blew it out. 


EXPLANATION, 
This lamp has in its baſe a ſmall bellous, 
the wind of which is, by a little tube, 
conveyed to the flame—The Confederate, 
by moving the levers hid under the carpet, 
*puts in motion the bellows to extinguiſh 
bon the 
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| the lamp, at the moment it is required, 

N, B. You might do this trick without a 
bellows.—In the baſe of the lamp it would 
ſucceed by having a piece of mechaniſm to 
drown the wick in the oil, when the lever 
is moved in the table.—But I adviſe this 
mode to be rejected, becauſe the wick hay- 
ing imbibed the oil, you could not ſo cafily 
re-light it to repeat the experiment, in 
caſe of neceſſity. 


* 
4 
— — 
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C | 


EH: AF, XVI, 


The Little Sportſman. 


HIS figure is of the ſize of the Little 
Turk, of which we have ſpoken in 

the firſt chapter, it holds a bow, with an 
arrow, which it ſhoots at the inſtant re- 
quired, and hits a paper placed oppoſite, on 
the top of a pedeſtal. —This paper is divided 
into ſeveral circles, which are numbered, 


75 
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andthe arrow always hits and fixes in the 
under choſen by one of the company. 


EXPLANATION. 


The „Gion of the e which impells 
i, is reſtrained by a little pin, which the 
Confederate lets go at pleaſure, by moving 
the levers hid in the table; hen you puſh 
this pin the arrow flies with rapidity to the 
paper—like the operation of the lock of a 
muſket when you pull the trigger. —In 
placing the. automaton on the table, you 
muſt place it in ſuch a manner that the ar- 
row be directed towards one of the circles 
numbered on the paper. 


Ad which the arrow is pointed, you muſt 
prefent to the ſpectator cards numbered, 
and make him adroitly chuſe the number 
required, uhich depends on peculiar ad- 
Arefs, that is ſcarcely. poſſible to be de- 
ſoribed ei ir may in general be ſaid to 
come under one of the following heads; 
Firft, 


To canfe that number to be choſen 


% 
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Firſt, To put at the bottom the card to be 
choſen ;—Secondly, to keep it always in 
the ſame place, altho? you mix, or pretend 
to mix the cards ;—Thirdly, to change the 
cut to paſs the card to the middle, when you 
proſent the pack; Fourthly, to paſs many 
cards before the hands of the ſpectator, to 
perſuade him that he can chuſe indiffer- 
ently ;—Fifthly, to paſs theſe ſame cards 
with ſuch rapidity, that he cannot take any 
one of them ;—ovixthly, at length to flip 
complaifantly into his hand the card you 
wiſh to be taken, at the very moment when 
the hetter to deceive him, you pray him 


' moſt. graciouſly to take which card he 


chuſes. 


CH AF: XY 


A Ball is thrown into a houſe with three 
doors, and comes out of any one of 
the three doors choſen. 


F E X 
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An inclined tube into which the ball rolls 
deſcending, has, towards the bottom, two 
apertures at different heights, which are 
ſhut by machines like valves, which the 
confederate can open by the play of his le- 
vers; theſe two apertures form the mouth 
and extremity of two other tubes, which 
terminate one to the right and the other to 
the left, of two different doors, the firſt 


tube anſwers to the middle door. 


If the ball is required to come out of the 
right hand door, the confederate puſhes a 
lever to open the firſt valve, which the ball 
muſt meet in its deſcent, this being open, 
the ball cannot paſs without falling, by 


its own gravity, into the ſecond tube, 


which conveys it into the door at the right 
hand, 


If the left hand door be required, the 
confederate, with the aſſiſtance of another 
lever, opens the ſecond valve, and the ball 
paſſing over the firſt, which is ſhut, falls 

ne- 
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neceſſarily into the third tube, which con- 
duds it to the door required ;—finally, if 
it be required that the hall ſhould paſs thro 
the middle door, — the confederate has no- 
thing to do, becauſe the ball goes then di- 
rectly, always following the firſt tube, 
without the poſſibility of falling into either 
of the others. 


— — 


GM MF XVIII. 


TrroPHRASTus PARA ELSVUsS. 


A Pidgeon killed by the Stab of a Sword given 
to its Shadow or Image. 


HE name of Theophraſtus Paracelſus, 
is given to this trick, becauſe it is 


ſaid that a man of that name killed his 


brother by giving a ſtab with a poignard to 
his portrait Fhis anecdote, which doubt- 
leſs has not been reported by cotemporary 
hiſtorians, nor conſirmed by occular wit- 

No Ba neſſes, 


— —— ᷣ ͤ——— 
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neſſes, muſt be regarded certainly as apo- 
cryphal;—however, be this as it may. the 
trick in queſtion, conſiſts in tying the neck 
of a pidgeon to a double ribbon well ex- 
tended and ſupported by two pillars, and 
decapitating the bird without touching it— 
at the moment you pierce with a ſword a 


bird painted on paper. 
EXPLANATION. 


The two ribbons to which the pidgeon 
is tied, hide a ſmall ſteel blade, extremely 
ſharp, and bent in the form of a ſickle, 
this blade is tied to a ſmall filken cord, 
which paſſing between the two ribbons, 
and into one of the columns, to which the 
pidgeon is tied, is communicated to the 
hand of the confede t -The neck of the 
pidgeon muſt be controled by a kind of 
filken ring, to k it ſi- he who per- 
forms the trick, when he prepares to lab 
the painted bird, gives a ſtamp as a ſignal, 
the confederazgihen draws his cord, and 


F l N the 
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the circular blade is brought to act on the 


neck of the pidgeon, which inſtantly cuts 
off his head. 


i. —_— 
ts... — 
6— * = 


N XIX. 


HE magical noſegay, which ſhoots 


forth flowers and fruit at command, 
EXPLANATION. 


The branches of this noſegay may be 
made either of rolled paper, of tin, or any 
other ſubſtance, ſo as they be hollow from 
one end to the other, that the air, which 
enters at the bottom, may extend itſelf to 
the top; to theſe branches are to be adjuſted 
twigs, made of braſs wire, and the whole is 
to be decorated with leaves ma de of parch- 
ment, and ſtrongly imitate thoſe of nature, 

The end of each of the branches is to di- 
late, ſo that they may contain ſmall pieces 
of gummed filk, or very fine ſkin, which 

are 
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are to take the figure of the flowers and 
fruit required when they are expanded by 
the air drove thro” the branches to which 
they are to be faftened by a filk thread: 
previous to the performing this trick, you 
mnſt with a little ſtick made for that pur- 
puſe, put each of the fruit within the end 
of the branch, together with the flowers; 
fo that no part of them may appear: and 
the better to conceal them, the greateſt 
number of leaves may beat the end of the 
branches—you muſt then fix the noſegay 
in the neck of a kind of bottle, which 
contains a double bellows, and is put in 
motion by the levers concealed in the table, 
and expands the flowers and fruit like aro 
ſtatick balloons, at the time you require. 

N. B. This trick has been called Palin- 
genefia, a word derived from the Greek, 
which means a regeneration, becauſe it 
conſiſts in creating new objects for the fight 
of the fpeQators. 


* There are many other ways of per- 


forming this trick, but we think it ſufficient 
to 


6— » 
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to give the moſt imple, the ſureſt, and the 
moſt effective. 


—— 


— 


r xx 


A Ring put into a Piſtol, which is after found 
in the Bill of a Dove in a Box, which had 
been before examined and Sealed. 


NE of the company 1s requeſted to 
put his ring into a piſtol, which is 


charged by another of the ſpectators -an 


empty box is ſhewn to the company, and a 
third perſon is defired to ſhut it, who ties 
it with a ribbon and ſeals it.—This box is 
placed on a table in fight of the company, 
nevertheleſs, after the piſtol is fired, and 
the box opened, the dove is there found 
with the very ring in his bill which had 
really been put into the piſtol. 


E x. 
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EXPLANATION. 


When the piſtol is taken under pretence 
of ſhewing how it is to be managed, that 
moment the performer avails himſelf of, 
to ſmuggle out the ring, in the manner we 
have deſcribed in the fifth chapter;—it is 
then conveyed to the confederate, who 
puts it in the bill of a tame dove, and by 
ſtretching his arm into the interior part of 
the table, as we have deſcribed in the ſe- 
cond chapter, he condudts the bird in to the 
box, the bottom of which has a ſecret open- 
ing: the ribbon which has been ſealed and 
ſurrounds the box does not prevent it from 
opening, becauſe only part of the bottom 
opens, and care is taken not to give the rib- 
bon a ſecond turn round the box, which 
by croſſing the firſt might impede the intro- 
duction of the dove. 

We ſhall not here deſcribe the conſtruc- 
tion of ſuch a box, firſt becauſe it would 
require many words to explain the fimple 
effects of a groove, and ſccondly becauſe 


ther. 
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there is no cabinet maker of any cleverneſs 
who does not; of his own, or of the inven- 
tion of others know many things of this 
kind.—Thoſe who wiſh to execute this trick 
may therefore conſult with the triechanick 
whom they employ to conſtruct their box. 

To cloath this trick with more incom- 
prehenſibility towards thoſe who may ſuſ- 
pèct the ſmuggling of the ring, you way 
do it two ways z that is to ſay, when you 
have employed the artifice we have pointed 


out, —you may cauſe a ſecond piſtol to be 


charged by one of the company, which 

you firſt take to pieces; to ſhew that there 
is no means of ſmuggling the ring out of 
the barrel in this ſecond piſtol, you put 
a ring furniſhed you by one of the company 
who is in confederacy, and has already ſup- 
plied your confederate with a ſimilar mn 
to put in the dove's bill in Eaſe of need. 


(3 CHAP, 
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E AP. . 
HE Cheſt which opens at com- 


mand. 


N EXPLANATION. 


There is a little figure of Mahomet with- 
[44 in this cheſt, in the body of which is a ſprng, 
14 made of braſs wire, twiſted in a ſpiral 
form.—By this means the little figure, tho 
higher than the cheſt, can, by the accom- 
modation of the ſpring, be contained with- 
in when it is ſhut, as the fpring in the body 
cloſes and ſhortens.— The cheſt is placed 
on the levers concealed in the table as 
deſcribed in the firſt chapter, which com- 
municate their motions to the holt of the 
lock, as ſoon as the ſtaple is diſengaged, 
the ſpring in the body of the figure, find- 
ing no reſiſtance but the weight of the lid. 
foxces it open. | | 


CHAP. 
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c M A x0 


The Card which without being touched lea ps 
out of the Pack into the Air. 


OU cauſe a card to be drawn, which 

is then mixed with the others, the 

pack is put into a kind of caſe which is 

placed on a bottle that ſerves as a pedeſtal, 

at the inſtant required by the company 
the card leaps into the air. 


EXPLANATION. 


You firſt cauſe a forced card to be drawn, 
by the m2ans we have deſcribed in the fix- 
teenth chapter. — The pack is then placed 
in the caſe, in ſuch a manner that the choſen 
card ſhall reſt on a pin hent in the form of 
a .hook—this pin is faſtened to a thread 
which paſſes through the pack, over the 
brim of the caſe and ſo acroſs the table un- 
der the theatre—=thus fituated, the confede - 

98 2 rate 
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rate has only to draw the thread which riſes 
the hook and the card, and playing on the 
ſmooth brim operates with almoſt as little 
1 friction as if a pulley had been employed. 
[ If you wiſh to place the cards in the caſe 
ſo quick that the ſpeRator ſhall not perceive 
any preparation, you muſt not uſe thoſe 
you have ſhewn to the company, you muſt 
leave them expertly on the table, and tak: 
another pack in which the choſen card, the 
hook, and the thread, have been * 
arranged. 

N. B. Vou may cauſe many cards ſuc- 
ceſſively to leap provided you prepare ſeve- 
ral ſmall hooks, attached to the ſame thread 


mo wu a. Vco@©e 
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at a certain diſtance from each other. 4 
CH AF. x20 i 

I 

ſ 


T he Watch beat tg pieces in a Mortar. 


Watch is borrowed from one of the 
company, which being put into a mo- 
| tal 
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tar, ſhortly after another perſon is requeſted 


to beat it to pieces with a peſtle, the guts 
are then ſhewed to the company entirely 
bruiſed ;—in a few minutes the watch is re- 
ſtored entire to its owner, who recognizes 
his property. 


EXPLANATION. 


After what we have deſcribed in this 
book it is eaſy to deviſe, that the mortar 
muſt be placed near the trap of which we 
have ſpoken i in the fecond chapter, and that 
it muſt be covered with a napkin, to afford 
an opportunity to the Confederate, of ſub- 
ſtituting another watch unobſerved by the 
company. 

If your are defirous of compleating the 
illuſion of this trick, you muſt take care to 
provide yourſelf with a ſecond watch re- 
ſembling ſomewhat the firſt in its ſize caſe 
&c. which will not be very difficult, as 
you may either be furniſhed with a watch 
by a perſon with whom the matter is pre- 


CON s 
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concerted, or by addreſſing yourſelf to ſome 
one whole watch you have before obſerved, 
and procured yourſelf one like to it.— After 
having replaced all the pieces in the mortar, 
you muſt cover them a ſecond time with a 
napkin, and whilſt you amuſe the company 
with ſome trick or ſtory, you afford time to 
your confederate to take the bruiſed picccs, 
and replace the firſt watch in the mortar. 

N. B. Our firſt deſign was to have con- 
cluded this work here — but the divining 
rod, the Automaton chefs player, and fome 
other pieces of mechanifm having for 
ſome time amuſed the curious, of the ca- 
pital, we imagine that the addition of the 
following chapters will be acceptable to 
gar readers. 


CHAP 
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EN AO XXIV. 


The divining Rod, 


Dozen boxes are produced to the 
company, and ſome one perſon. is 
deſired to put, ſecretly, a crown-piece into 
one; theſe boxes are then in ſucceſſion pla- 
ced on the table,—without opening of 
touching them; a rod is held over each of 
them, which is ſupported on the two fore- 
fingers; when it is held over the box that 
contains the crown-piece, it turns round 
with rapidity, which occaſions many per- 
ſons to believe that the metallick emanations 
cauſe it fo to turn. 


EXPLANATION. 


Each box muſt have in the infide a 
double moveable bottom, at a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the firſt, by the action of a weak 
pring. . 

This 
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This double bottom preſſes on the ſpring, 
and when it feels the weight of the crown- 
piece, it finks in about half a line, by this 
ſmall movement a very minute nail, which 
was before imperteptible, appears on the 
outſide of the box and announces that the 
crown piece is in that box. 

We ſhall now proceed to teach how to 
turn the rod, either for the purpoſe of per- 
forming the trick we have deſcribed, or in 
the pretended diſcovery of ſubterraneous 
waters, we ſhall point out the means of 
doing yourſelf, or cauſing an automaton to 


perform the experiments of thoſe who pre- 


tend to the excluſive power of diſco ering 
the ſources of water. 

Firſt, You muſt have a rod of ozier, 
hazel, or any other wood, provided it be 
of equal thickneſs, flexible, well rounded 
and poliſhed. 

Secondly, It muſt be two feet in tength. 
and bent, by giving it the ſhape ofa circle 
at ewo feet radius. 


Thirdl:, 


-le 


ry 
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Thirdly, to give it weight, and ofcourſe 
fitter for the motion of turning roumd, you 
muſt apply to it three metal Wy" | one HH 
the middle, and one at each end. 

- Fourthly, Let it reſt on your two 1 
Angers placed horizontally,” in ſuch à mak 
ner that the. two points on which it reſt; 
ſhall be near the extremitits' of dh Fd, 
you will then perceive chat tfié Kiittdle WIH 
be underngath the level of the t hdg 


but by gently approachihg your t iger 
to cach other, you will find the mitiff t 


the rod to ele vate by degrees, and the = 


tremities to fall: then if yon replace 
hands in their former ſituation; ant 4 th 


fame diſtance 25 before; che red will 0h n 


its Hryſt pofftion - > oO} 56 oY flo. o, 07 
"Phy; It is by tis drawiäg If Nur 

handle to And frö, that yo accquffé 1 5 
cility of türning the rock weich adtfefs, Þbe- 
ing euer Piriteiilarly bäreful to ge. 
ſmalleſt p6fible*Miotion to. dei 

1 Sith. You mut void fern e — 
AGAR OHH of your Hands, for 7 in. 
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purpoſe you give the rod very little diame- 
ter, and receive it on that part of your fin- 
gers which preſents the leaſt ſurſuce. 

Seventhly, The motion of your hands 
may become entirely inſenfible if inſtead 
of receiving. the rod on your fingers you 
bear it on two braſs wires a little bent, 
which you, hold i in your hands, theſe braſs 
wires being well rounded and poliſhed, the 
points on, which the rod leans will be infi- 
nitely ſmall, and the friction Frome very 
willing, ET 

 Eighthly, Having el fp habit of 
wrning the rod by the vibration of your 


hands, if any one perceives your motion 


when you perform t the trick, and attempts 
to reproach you for fo doing, anſwer them 
as the ſpring i tellers do, that the metallick 
P or the vapours of the ſubter- 
Ke 8 waters, accafion the ſtick to turn 
re you at the ſame time an ague. 
" Nintht When you are defired to diſ- 
cove ; water in the e country, turn your rod 
bale * hete- ever you perceive the gtaſs 


to 
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to be green and freſh in times of drought, 


becauſe it is really there that the vapours 
of the ſuhterraneous waters ſupply the graſs 


with moiſture, that occaſions its freſhnels. 


Tenthly, If this fails, you chooſe always 
in preference the loweſt ſpot of a valley, 
and there turn your rod, heing well aſſured 
that there is water there, becauſe tliat muſt 
be the depoſit of the rain which the neigh- 
bouring heights have abſorbed. 

Eleventh, You may turn your rod at 
other places, and tell very eafily the depth 
where water may be found, for it is to be 
met with almoſt every where, it circulates 
in the earth as the blood does in our veins. 

Nevertheleſs, if you ſhould happen to 
be miſtaken, ſay tliat at that moment 2 
current of humid air, or electrical matter, 
produced on you the ſame effect as the Vas 
pours. | 1 
Twelfth, If to try you, you are to an 
conducted ſucceſſively to different branches 
of an aqueduct, the direction of which you 
are unacquainted with; get ſyme one 0 

H 2 accom. 
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accompidny you who has a plan of the aque- 
dust, and who can, by fignals, commu- 
nicate to you the knowledge of the r 
branches. 

» Thirteenth, It a bandage is put on your 
8 prevent you from ſeeing fignals, a 
fingle word, or even an affected ſilence on 
the: part of your donfederate, will ſuffice to 
give you a hint of the anſwer you are to 
give, either yes, or no. 

- Fourteenth, Your confederate may give 
you-4 ſignal by ſlipping his foot, or opening 
his ſnuff box; and let him affect cleverly to 
take part againſt you, that he may not be 
ſafpe&ted to be your friend; 
' ©: Fifteenth, It is more difficult to cauſe an 
automaton to turn the rod than it appears 
at firſt ſight, the ſpontancous motions of an 
alert man can remedy every moment. the 
changes which may chance to occur in the 
poſition of the rod, which, by uclining too 
much from the right to the left, or itom the 
left to the right, would ſoon fall, if it was 
apt ſpeedily reſtored to its proper poiſe.— 
0 8 e 
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But the movements of an automaton being 
neceflarily uniform, or various without 
foreſight to conſequences, cannot furniſh 
remedies neceſſary for fortuitous ſituations. 

We ſhall now fmooth this difficulty to 
direct thoſe who with to have the rod turned 
by a figure, the hands of which receives a 
ſmall movement of vibration, by clock- 
work. 

Sixteenth, Make a curbed rod, ſimilar to 
the one we have deſcribed, but inſtead of 
being cylindrical, when it is ſtraight it muſt 
be a parallelipede rectangle and at the two 
places on which it reſts, it muſt be rounded, 
and of the ſmalleſt diameter—thus, when 
it reſts on the braſs wires held by the figure 
it can neithet err to the right or the left, 
and the uniform movements of the auto- 
maton continue to turn the rod. | 

Seventeenth, The rod being thus con- 
ſtructed, if you approach towards the mid- 
dle the two weights that are at the extre- 


mities without being perceived, the center 


of gravity will be changed and nobody will 
51 be 
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be able to turn it, when it is fupported from 
the points that is rounded—nor will it be 
poſſible to make it turn on other points, 
becauſe being ſquared every where elſe, 
the friction would be too great, and the 
vibration of the hands too viſible. 
Eighteenth, To occaſion the rod to turn 
in the hands of a figure, when it is carried 
to different branches of an aqueduct, or 
when it 1s preſented with water or money, 
you muſt have a loadftone concealed in 
your pocket, which can operate on a {mall 
iron trigger, and by that means put the 
clock-work in motion which is to produce 
the vibration-in the hands of the automaton. 


| Nineteenth, To produce a ſimilar effect 


Without: the aid of clock-work, place a ba- 
fon filled with water at the feet of the fi- 
gure, then with the aſſiſtance of levers hid 
den in the body of the automaton the wa 
ter that runs out may produce the neceflary 
vibration in its hands. 
Twentieth, To conſtruct a figure whichcan 

coptinyally turn che rod, you have a large 
2 reſer- 
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re ſex voir at the top of the houſe, where the 
rain can ſupply you always with water, 
by the means of a tube, which ſhall con- 
ſtantly conduct a ſmall ſtream of water to 
the feet of the automaton, you will have in 
your rod a kind of perpetual motion—we 
lay a kind, becauſe we by no means pretend 
to ſolve this famous mechanical problem, 
with which ſome half-bred philoſophers in 
vain buſy themſelves, and which under- 
ſtand all perſons of true ſcience! have aban- 
doned. 

Twenty- firſt, Finally, to vary this trick 
y ou may turn the rod by holding it inclined 


. at the angle of forty- frre degrees, hut ve 
X [| ſhould not deſcribe it here as it is not dur in- 
| tention: to give a compleat treatiſe | ON n the 
1 - divining rod. | | 
4 N. B. It is now. eaſy! to Riker hes ort 
a gin of the popular errors reſpecting the di- 
ry vining rod, and to ſee ho ſo ſimple a trick 


has impoſed on the world from the tweltth 
century to our days: impoſture, ignorance, 
and credulity, are the ſecondary cauſes of 


foch 


| 
' 
| 
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ſuch error, but the principal cauſe, if! ary 


not much deceived is, that the vibration of 


the hands is a gentle and inſenſible motion, 
and is performed in a right line The mo- 
tion of the rod on the other hand is very 
viſible, and at the ſame time rapid and cir- 
cular: it appears at firſt impoſſible that the 
ſecond motion ſhould be the effect of the 
firſt—we have ſaid elſewhere that when vi- 
fible and ſtriking phænomena depend on 
an inſenfible and unknown cauſe, the hu- 


man mind always bent towards the mar- 


vellous, naturally attributes thoſe effeRs to 
a chimerical cauſe—This has occafioned it 
to be believed that ſubterraneous vapours 
produced the turning round of the rod 
error having once taken deep root in weak 


minds, they become entirely deaf to the 


voice of reaſon, and in this enlightened age 


we have ſeen thoſe prejudices ſpread every 
day further by the induſtry of people in- 


tereſted in propagating them. 
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C H A F xXv. 


NJIFFERENT performances, both an. 
_# tient and modern, extracted from a 
Work which is not yet publiſhed. 

N. B. This work; by the ſame author as 
this book, is intitle, The Voyages and Adven- 


tures of two P'.oſophers, with Reflections 


pn popular Prejudices, the Wanders of Nature 
and the Provigies of Art, by a Lociclan, 
with this motto, 


Qui mores Hominum multorum vidit et urbes. 
Hor. de art Poet; 


THE Author who relates his tory, and 
Mr. Hill the companion of his travels, hay- 
ing experienced a ſhipwreck, and many 
other misfortunes, at length arive at the 
Hand of Bourbon, where they are hoſpi- 


tably received by a Dutch merchant, Mr. 


Van Eftin. After having ſhewn his valu- 


able library. to the two travellers, he in- 
troduces them into a rich cabinet of Natu- 


I ral 
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ral Hiſtory, where the productions of the 
three reigns are claſſed ina new and ſingu- 
lar order, they there agitate ſeveral queſti- 
ons on microſcopick inſects, on equivocal 
generations, on the variation of animals, 
and the multiplication of their ſpecies by 
the difference of climate, food, or by croſſ- 
ing the breed. He then conducts them to 
| his country houſe where new objects are 
offered to their curioſity, as appears in the 
following ſections. 


ä — — 


1. 


ä 
—— 


roten FIRST. 5 
V 

Self per forming Organ, Artificial Serpents, p 
Mechanical Birds, Automaton Cheſs play- 01 
er, and a Speaking Figure. hi 


- 


HE day after our arrival in the coun - 
try, Mr. Van Eſtin ſhewed us tus 
cabinet of mechaniſm: we entered into a 
| -faloon lighted by large windows made in 
the dome.—* Here (ſaid Mr. Van Efiin) 18 
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ei the choiceſt collection I have been able 
© to make of mechanicks;”—but we could 
only ſee ourſelves ſurrounded by tapeſtry, 
on which was repreſented all kind of uſeful 
machinery, ſuch as clocks, air pumps, 
preſſes, windmills, archimedes ſcrews, &c. 
&c. 

* All thoſe inſtrumentsare certainly very 
„valuable, (ſaid Mr. Hill ſmiling) they 
* ſurely for a moment are pleaſant to 
© the fight, but can never produce much 
effect by their movements, they prove the 
gart of the painter rather than the mecha- 
nick. Mr. Van Eſtin anſwered by a 
whiſtle, and inſtantly the tapeſtry diſap- 
peared, the ſaloon became enlarged, and 
our aſtoniſhed eyes ſaw every thing which 
human induſtry has invented and executed 
of the moſt precious eſtimation; on one 
ſide we ſaw ſerpents crawling, flowers 
blowing, and birds ſinging, on the other 
ſwans ſwimming, ducks at feed, felf per- 


forming organs, automatons which play at 
12 cheſs 
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cheſs, and a ſpeaking Inſant giving 
anſwers in Engliſh, French, &c. 
Mr. Van Eſtin whiſtled a ſecond time, 
and all the motions were ſuſpended. © ] 
think it better (ſays he) that we examine 
* ſome particular pieces of machinery, for 
* the obſervance of the whole at once 
* would be no gratification whatſoever. 
te Pay all your attention to this organ, which 
e js to the full as large, and is much more 
perfect, complete, and harmonious, than 
* thoſe which we have uſuallyin our 
churches.” We then heard military mu- 
ſick, where the hautboy, Kkettle-drums* 
and trumpets, were the leading inſtruments. 
We afterwards heard three human voices, 
which were ſucceeded by French horns, and 
airs on the flute, life, and flagellet.—At 
the concluſion a great number of inſtru- 
ments playing tczethertornicd a completr 
orcheitra, and at at moment we perceived 
to the right and left the portraits of Archi- 
mede and Rameau radiant with Lory; 
and fire ſeemed to iſſue in ſtreams around 
their 
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their heads, —** Do you know (ſays Mr. 
Van Eſtin) why there is in this concert 
** more preciſion in the meaſure, than you 
uſually hear in inſtrumental performan- 
* ces executed by common muſicians? it is 
* becaule all thoſe inſtruments are anima- 
** ted and actuated by one and the ſame 
e calle. 

* Behind the tubes that appear at the out- 
fide, there is a prodigious cylinder ſtuck full 
of ſpikes, which, paſſing in ſucceſſion on the 
keys, puts down a certain number of them 
of different dimenſions, as it may be ne- 
ceflary, and produces on the keys the ſame 
effect as the fingers of the ableſt organiſt. 
The cylinder turns always uniformly, 
becaule it is fitted to a very large jack, the 
wheel work of which is perfectly regular, 
and is put in mation by the continual acti- 
on of a weight of eight hundred pounds. 
Two wheels of this jack or turnſpit are em- 


£c 


ployed to open or ſhut the regiſters, and 


two others to blow the bellows, ” 


As 
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As for the ſtreams of light whichs ſeem 
to iflue from the portraits of Archimede 
and Rameau, it is an ittufion produced hy 
ſmall twiſted tubes of glaſs, which reft on 
che one ſide on a circle which forms the 
frame of the picture, on the other they ter” 
minate as you ſee diverging to anothe large 
corcentrick circle, in this they reſemble the 
radit of a wheel from the nave to the fel- 
loes, thoſe tubes have at theit extremities 
prvots on which they turn, and on the part 
which touches the leſſer circle, they each 
carry a ſmall pinion of fix teeth, with 
the aſſiſtance of one large cog wheel, 
all thofe pinions move at the fame time, 
and the glaſs tubes turning like twiſted co- 
lumns, cannot roll on their ptvots without 
occaſtoning their luminous parts to change 
at every moment, in the eyes of the ſpec- 
rator, thus the light ſeems to pervade them, 
Pt ceeding from the ſmall to the greater 

eircte; or from the great to the ſmall, or as 
the wheel turns from the right to the left, 
or from the left to the right.” 


Our 
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Our attention was next directed to a 
duck ſwimming and mudling in a vaſe, 
in the midſt of which was a tree loaded 
with leaves and fruit; a ſerpent ifluing 
from the vaſe, crawled round the trunk of 
the tree, and role in a ſpiral line to the 
branches, where it hid itſelf in the leaves, 
it was followed by a ſecond, third, and ma- 
ny others, which paſſed the ſame ſpot, and 
hid themſelves all in the ſame place.— 
Do not think ſays (Mr. Van Eſtin) chat 
* the ſerpents are numerous at the bot- 


« tom of the vaſe, there are two in all, 
ee whilſt the one iiſes without, the other 
c deſcends within, thus each appears in its 


ce turn, and reprclents an inexauſtable 
« neſt.” | 


In a cage on one fide were two canary 
birds, one of which ſung the dance of St. 
Cloud, and the other ſung the accompa- 
nyments; we might have very eafily mi- 
ſtaken them for real birds if they had been 
feathered, but the artiſt, who did not here 
with to produce the illuſion, had formed 

"05 
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their bodies of ſhells, and repreſented their 
eyes by precious ſtones, which made Mr. 
Hill imagine that a ſmall organ, hidden in 
the bottom of thecage performed for them; 
and that the clock work which played it at 
the ſame time cauſed the motion of theit 
bills and wings, by the means of braſs wires 
hidden in their feet. N 
Such were the ideas of Mr. Hill, when 
the two canary birds quitted the rod on 
which they were perched, and leaped on 
another, thereby proving they were per- 
fectly detached from the bottom of the 
cage, and of courſe that they could only be 
actuated by ſprings contained within them- 
ſelves, nevertheleſs the extreme minuteneſs 
of their ſize, the variety and multiplicity 
of their motions, which could only be pro- 
duced by a complicated cauſe, did not per- 
mit us to believe, that the principal of their 
movements was ſhut up in ſo ſmall a com- 
paſs. _ | | 
Mr. Van Eſtin extricated us from our 
_embarraſment, by telling us that there was 
1 herc 


here a ſmall illuß on. — It does not conſiſt 
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(fays Mr. Van Eſtin) in perſuading you 
that theſe birds are alive, for to have 
obtained that effect they ſhould have 
been feathered; but the illuſion conſiſts 
in making you think that the birds are 
perfectly detached from the bottom of 
he cage, though in fact they are really 


attached to it by threads which you nei- 


ther do nor ought to ſee: the two rods 


on which they appearalternatively perch- 


ed, touch each other, as you perceive, at 


their extremities, and form an angle 
of forty five degrees, the Canary birds 
are detached from theſe two rods, and 
are held by a third which you do not 


48 
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cc 
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cc 


diſtinguiſh, becauſe it always appears to 
make part of the two others: '* paſſes ra- 


pidly from the firſt to the ſecond, one of 


its extremities remaining conſtantly at- 


tached to the ſummit of the angle, whilſt 


the other deſcribes an arch of forty five 
degrees. —lt is in this third rod, which 


is bed to a point, and moveable in all 


K s 


| 
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** 1ts other parts that are hidden the threads 
* which put their bills and wings in mo- 
* tion. — The moveable rod paſſes ſudden- 
6 ly from one poſition to the other at 
* the moment you are occupied by ſome 


* 


other object, and when even your at- 


© tention was not entirely abſorbed in the 
<« ſong of the birds, or the fluttering of the 
“ wings, the rod moves with ſuch wonder- 
ful rapidity, that you could ſcarcely * 
* ceive it in its paſſage.” 

Mr. Van Eftin next ſheived us an auto- 
maton cheſs player, ſimilar to the one: 
ſhewn at Paris and Vienna, by a German 
mechanick, on which figure a verboſe au- 
thor has written a thick volume, and ſome 
foreign journaliſts have pronounced the 
moſt emphatick eulogiums. 

We ſaw the figure of a man as large as 
life, drefled in a Turkiſh habit, and ſeated 
behind a commode, on which was placed a 
cheſs board, the doors of the commods 
were opened for a few moments, to ſhe 
that there was nothing contained withinſide 

but 


A 
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ne 
he 
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ode 
100 
ſide 
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but wheels, levers, ſprings, &c. &c. The 
automaton contained in its body iron wires, 
cords, and pullics. The whole was drawn 
on four ſmall wheels to different parts of 
the room, to ſhew us that the machine had 
no communication with the adjacent apart- 
ments. 

After this obſervation, it was evident 
to us that the automaton was act uated 
by its own reſources: but its movements 
ſoon appeared to us as the effect of the 
moſt profound and beſt combined reaſon- 
ings he almoſt continually won his game 
againſt the very beſt players, to do which 
it is certain, that at every moment new 
combinations ſhould he formed, and that 
he ſhould be obliged ſometimes to take an 
irregular road to ſurpriſe the arbitrary 
march which his adverſary had adopted. 

Mr. Hill not being able to account for ſo 


marvellous an operation, requeſted Mr, 


Van Eſtin to explain it to him, to which he 
replied, * that he would for this time ſolve 
* the enigma: In mechanicks, as well 

| ; K 2 8 us 
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as in Natural Hiſtory, —ihe mc? wons 


« derful effect, is the one proauced the f 
** firſt time, when we are cntirely *-:10:ant l 
of the cauſes—You will no !corer be— 
* come acquainted with the preſent object 
* of your curioſity, than it will appear to 
| * you puerile, whilſt another more trivial 8 
* ſtill, but being unknown to you, ſhall x 


« occaſion you to exclaim a miracle! 

Mr. Van Eftin then told us that the auto- 
maton cheſs player, was put in motion by a 
dwarf, a famous cheſs player, who was 
hidden in the commode.—** You cannot 
© ſee him (ſaid he) when the doors are 60 
« opened, becauſe his legs and thighs are | * 
* then concealed in the hollow cylinders, | © 
« which appear deſigned to ſupport. the 1 
« wheels and the lever, the reſt of his bo- 

% dy is at that moment out of the com- 
« mode, and is hid in the petticoats of the 
© automaton; when the doors of the com- 
mode are ſhut, a rounce is turned, under 
e pretenceofſhewing the ſprings of the ma- 
* chine, this occaſions a conſiderable noiſe, 

| the 
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the clacks which are heard give at the 
ſame time an air of candour and myſtery, 


and permit the little dwarf to change his 


place, and re- enter the commode with- 
out being heard.“ 


„ Whilſt the machine is rolled about to 


different parts of the room, to prove that 
it is perfectly detached, the little dwarf 
ſhuts the trap through which he paſs- 


ed.—The petticoats of the automaton 


are then lifted up, and all the interior 


« part of his body is ſhewn, to prove that all 


cc 


6s 


is fair, and the whole terminates to the 


great aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators, who 
attribute to ſimple machinery, what can 
only be produced by a well organized 
head. 
It requires to be known (ſays M. Hill) 
how the dwarf hidden in the commode, 
can know the game played by his adver- 
ſary.” | 
** There are many ways, 1 Mr. 
Van Eſtin.“ | 


c“ Firſt, 


1 
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Firſt, © You may put into each piece 
* of the game a magnetic piece of iron— 

* and under each point of the cheſs board, 
< a very ſenſible compaſs needle, which 
can by its agitation, mirk the point 
& which has been occupied or abandoned. 

Secondly, © You may give a mental 
& mark to each point, to diſtinguiſh ! it from 

* the others, and this may be expreſs- 
« ed to the perſon concealed, by the num- 
ber of figures ſhewn, or the pronouncia- 
© tion of certain words.” 

Thirdly, “ A cheſs board: may be made 
« half cranfparent, which ſeeming as a top 
* to the commode, effectually conceals the 
« perſon within, but ſuffers light enough to 
& enter, that the dwarf may well pereeive 
* what is done on the outſide.” 

As for the means employed, to give the 
automaton theneceſfary motions, it is eaſy to 
fee that his arms, and the interior lever by 
whichhe is put i in movement, muſt be con- 
ſidered as a pentagraph, of which one of the 
extrem ties deſcribes a large picture, whilſt 


the 
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the other end moves to delineate the 
ſame ſmaller, by tracing the lincs of the 
obje& in miniature. 

We were then ſhewn by Mr. Van Eſtin 
the figure of an infant ſuſpended by a rib- 


bon, and apparently quite detached from | 
any other object, this figure gave rational 


anſwers to queſtions put to it, either in 
the French, Engliſh, German, or Italian 
: Languages. EET 
: He thus explained it to us.—* This (aid 
£ * he) docs not merit much of your attenti- 
« on, altho' the multitude have gaped, and 
0 * paid, and the learned have puzzled theme 
P * ſelves by their own conjectures on this 
i 6 fimple trick.“ 
N. This figure has in its mouth a tin ſpeak 
has ing trumpet, through which the queſtions 
arc put, and the anſwers received ; this 
ne trumpet has communication with a ſi milar 
to 


one concealed in the head of the figure, the 
dy wideſt part being uppermoſt, each ſerving 


” alternately as a ſpeaking and a hearing 
he trumpet, Two other trumpets of the ſame 
ilſt 


con- 
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conſtruction are in the ceiling, imme- 
diately over the head of the figure, and 
the confederate being in the room above, 


anſwers to the queſtions, thro' theſe two 
trumpets. 


—— — * — * — 


SECTION TRE SECOND. 


The Automaton playing at Command on the Flute, being per- 

' Jelly detached from Communication with any other Object, 

and in the Middle of a Garden. Tables os which Machines 

are cauſed to move at Will, without either Levers, Braf; 
' tres, or Magnetich Aid. 


FTE R dinner we were preſented 
with an automaton on à table 
playing on the flute, at firſt we thought 
that there were organick tubes hidden 
in his body, that the ſound did not pro- 
ceed from the flute itſelf, and that the 
automaton only moved his fingers to de- 
ceive us the more effectually: but we 
were ſpeedily undeceived, we were ſhewn 
that a lighted candle when put near to the 


mouth of the automaton, was blown out 
5 by 


& 
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by the wind that iſſued therefrom, that the 
the flute always gave the fame note when 
the fingers of the automaton were prevent» 
ed from moving, and that the note was 
more or leſs ſharp, as the finger of the au- 
tomaton was nearer or further from its 
mouth: thus far it was not more maryellous 
than the famous flute player of Vau-cafſon: 
but here follows that which is more extra- 
ordinary, Mr. VanEſtin ſhewed us twelve 
airs, on' Teparate leaves and rolled them for 
the purpoſe of putting them into as many 
different cafes, which were put into a kind 
of work bag. You have remarked (ſaid 
he) that theſe twelve airs in no manner re- 
ſemble each other, you ſhall chooſe one of 
them by chance, nevertheleſs the automa- 
ton ſhall play the one you have choſen.” I 
put my hand iro the bag, and took out a 
caſe, Which containech this air in the opera 
of the ee, T, obey Jou 
mamma. | 
Mr. Van Eſtin a Gama time e bid us ob- 
ferve that the other airs were different 
i Phe and 
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and that I might by chance have taken an- 
other: to our great amazement the automa- 
ton played the air I had choſen. 

Mr. Hill thought at firſt that this flute 
player, had like the cheſs player a dwarf 
hidden in its body, who played at will, and 
he told us a ſtory of a muſician, who in the 
time of Lewis the fourteenth gained a thou- 
ſand Lewis d'ors at the fair of St. Germains 
at Paris, by ſhewing a ſpinnet which played 
at command, in which he had hidden a 
little child. 

Mr. Van Eftin to undeceive us in this 
| point, ſhewed us the inſide of the automa- 
ton, where we ſaw nothing but ſpirngs, le- 
vers, barrels, and bellows: that is not all 
continued Mr. Van Eſtin, you ſhall chooſe 
the minute or the ſecond at which you 
chooſe the flute to commence, and it ſhall 
begin at that very inſtant, this ſecond ex- 
periment having completely ſucceeded 
* Mr. Hill ſaid that the effect muſt pro- 
ceed from ſome perſon hidden within the 
partition, who was in confederacy with Mer. 


Van 
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Van Eftin, and drew ſtrings at the moment 
required, to advance or draw back, a load- 
ſtone hidden in the table, and that this mi- 


neral by its attraction was able at the pro- 


per time to let go an iron trigger, and per- 
mit the clock work movements, which were 
the ſoul of the automaton, to proceed to 
their functions. | 

Mr. Van Eſtin ſhewed us that the table 
had no communication with the adjacent 
chambers, and that there was no natural 
or artificial loadſtone either about him, or 
in the table; he then carried the machine to 
the middle of the garden, and returning to 
the door of the ſaloon, which was even with 
the ground, he requeſted us to come to him, 
and to chooſe another minute for the flute 
player to begin, I choſe the third minute, 
from the one we were at, Mr. yan Eſtin 
took his violin, and after a prelude he play- 
ed the charming minuet in Zelidor, which 
the automaton repeated at the moment | 


had choſen. 


<« ſee 
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* Ifee, ſaid Mr. Hill chat it is not by 
the loadſtone that this miracle Pox249s5 at 
I conceive it to be thus, ) 

© It appears from the experiments of 
Ramecau, Tartini, d'Alembert, Rouſſeau, 
and Muſſchenbroek, that when you ſound 
the ſtring of a violin, where there are ma- 
ny of that inſtrument, that all the other 
firings which are in uniſon, without being 
touched, anſwer with the fame note: this is 
done, without doubt, by the agitation 
occaſioned in the air by the ſtring ſound- 
ed, and which produces in the other 
ſtrings ſimilar vibrations, this principle be- 
ing once eſtabliſhed, I can ſuppoſe that 
there is in the automaton, a ſtring in uniſon 
with your treble ſtring, in this cafe you can- 
not draw your bow powerfully acroſs it, 
without occafioning ſuſicient. tremulation 
in the other to let go a trigger, and by that 
means ſet the clock-work playing, which 
is hidden in the machine.“ 

&« J confeſs (ſays Mr. Van Efiin) that 
the mode you have deſcribed might pro- 

duce 
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duce. ſome effect, and you give me an idea 
which I can apply to many machines, but 
to prove to you that I do not uſe thoſe 
means, I will now repeat the experiment 
without playing on the violin,” Mr. Van 
Eſtin then contented himſelf with merely 
moving his hand to the automatom to give 
a ſignal to begin playing—this dumb order 
met a ſpeedy obedience : we heard an air 
which was followed by a ſecond, and many 
others, until we defired Mr. Van Eſtin, to 
give by ſigns a contrary order. 

We were all in admiration, and Mr. 
Hill exclaimed © that human ingenuity had 
never invented any thing fo aſtoniſbing!“ 

- < Nevertheleſs (replied Mr. Van Eftin) 
the effect which amazes you depends on a 
yery trivial cauſe, and you will ceaſe to ad- 
mire it when I make you acquainted with 
my fraud“. 

. * There is a little cAnary bird in the head 
of the automaton, which without being; 
ſeen by any one, ſees every thing that paſs- 
es withouthde thro” a half tranſparent mat- 


tet 
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ter which forms tlie front of the face, and 

thro' the glaſſes which form the eyes, the 

ſmalleſt fignal from me makes it change its 

| place from right to left, and vice ver ſa.— 
Fwo months practice has been enough to 

complete the bird in this habit, and I have 
not had the ſame difficulty in ſucceeding in 
this point, as to accuſtom it to lie down and 
pretend to be dead in the midſt of a train of 
gitn-powder ſet on fire, and to take up it- 
felf a lighted match to let off a cannon. — 
It is thus by changing place that it produces 
in the machine the effect which you attri- 
buted to the vibration of a ſtring.” 

This is ſufficient, fays Mr. Hill, to 
explain to me how the automaton can 
play at the moment required, but I cannot 
divine how the canary bird can occafion it to 
play an air chofen by chance.” 

This, replied Mr. Van Eſtin, is again 
the effect of fraud on my part, it is true that 

1 ſhewed you twelve different airs, but I 

| put them into a bag divided in two equal 
| ov by a cloth which ſeemed to you a 
| lining. 


— SE AS... « 
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Kning:—The part of the bag in which 


you put your hand did not contain any of 


theſe airs, but in their place there was 
twelve times the ſame air in as many dif- 
ferent caſes; thus it was not ditiiculr {57 me 
to know before hand what you wo. rau 
out of the bag, and to arrange the machine 
ſo as to play that particular air in p:retcrence 
to the others.” 

It is uſeleſs here to deſcribe by what 


mechaniſm an automaton, is wound up, and 


can play ſo much as thirty fix different airs, 
and recommence them five or fix times: to 
lay that it is the effect of a piece of copper, 
turned like the volutes which in architecture 
ornament the capitals of the Tonick order, 


and to which the clock makers have given 


the term of a ſnail, this would doubtleſs be 
a yery obſcure explanation : one fingle view 


of a machine of this kind would in an in- 


ſtant teach more than I could by writing the 
whole length of a day. 

We were then ſhewn automatons which 
moved at command, lamps which extin- 


guiſhed 
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guiſhed themſelves at the moment requih 
red, and many other fimilar objects.— B 
could not here be ſaid that there was in the 
table either levers, braſs wite, or load- 
None ; none of thoſe objects could be con- 
cealed, becauſe the table was of glaſe, and 
ſupported by cryſtal feet—nor could it be 
ſuſpected that a bird was concealed in theſe 
automatons, as in the flute player we have 
ſpoken off: the moſt of theſe machines be- 
ing made of tranſparent horn, gave full af- 
ſurance to the ſpectator that there was no 
animal concealed within. 

Mr. Van Eſtin told us that his table was 
formed of two parallel glaſſes, at the diſ- 
tance of a line from each other, but fo even 
at the ends that they appeared as one.— 
The upper glaſs had in the middle a ſmall 
imperceptible hole, on which the automa- 
tons were placed. The air driven thro” the 
foot of the table, by the aſſiſtance of a bel- 
lows, paſſed between the two glaſſes, and 
fo thro' the little hole, and thus occafioned 
the machines to move as foon, and as long 


as ſhould be required. The 
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THE CONJURER UNMASKED. 


The Tranſlator thinks it will be ſatigſactory to inform his 
readers, that the Magical tablry exhiviting at Mr. Aſtley 's, 
& thus conflrufled. 

There are ſeveral traps on the farface, which communicate 
with the fect of the table; thoſe being hollow, when the confede- 
rale opens the trap, the object placed thereon drops by its evo 
weight into his hands. The confederate flands under the ride in 
a paſſage made for that purpoſe: From whit bas been already 
ald it i meedleſ5 to deferihe the rift of the conveyances. 


1 Entered at Statlinner s all j 
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